AFTER  MOTHER  INDIA

tenets and deep-rooted sentiments of the vast
majority of the orthodox Hindu population. The
Bar is of the opinion that social reform in the
direction of advancing the marriageable age of girls
should be effected from within, and not imposed
upon the community by the legislature, unless
there is very great demand for it.1

Or again, the Incorporated Law Society of Calcutta
made a very similar statement on December xyth, two
months after the first public meeting in Calcutta pro-
testing against Mother India?

Just as some of the evils exposed by Mother India
were unknown to men who had spent their whole lives
among the Indian people, so, it appears, the existence
of baby widows was unknown to the Advocate-General
of Madras ; yet he showed courage in stating :

I dislike legislation of the kind. But I confess to
a shocked feeling on reading the note by the
author that the census reports show widows under
five years and even under one year of age. ... I
am personally inclined to allow the legislation
which will have the effect of preventing marriages
during the years of life most subject to mortality.8

In the United Provinces, an outstanding Hindu
advocate of Cawnpore, Rai Bahadur B. Vikramjit
Singh, B.A., LL.B., M.L.C., also considered the bill
an infringement on religious and personal rights :

As a President of the Sanatan Dharm Maha-

1 Opinions on Hindu Child Marriage Bill, p. 21.

2 Ibid., p. as*.         8 Hnd,9 p. 10.